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To 

The  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Councils. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  on  the  state  of  the  Public  Health, 
and,  the  reports  by  the  Inspectors  on  the  Sanitary  Conditions,  in  the  Districts,  during 
the  year  1941.  The  report,  although  abridged  in  keeping  with  the  policy 
recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  gives  the  essential  points  necessary  for  a 
general  appreciation  of  the  Public  Health. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  compare  favourably  with  those  for  England 
and  Wales.  There  were  decreases  in  the  birth-rates  in  all  the  Districts,  except 
Bushey,  where  there  was  an  increase  of  1.1  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  death- 
rates,  although  slightly  higher  than  those  for  the  previous  year,  were  still  well  below 
the  average  for  the  whole  country.  There  were  large  decreases  in  the  Infantile 
Mortality  rates  in  Bushey,  and,  the  Watford  Rural,  Districts,  v/hich  were 
unfortunately  more  than  counterbalanced  by  increases  in  Chorleywood  and 
Rickmansworth,  where  the  rates  were  64  and  69,  respectively,  in  comparison  with 
22  and  39  for  the  previous  year,  and  with  the  rate  of  59  deaths  per  1,000  live  births 
recorded  for  England  and  Wales.  In  1937,  there  were  24  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
over  the  whole  area;  in  1938,  there  were  17  deaths;  and,  since  then  there  has  been  an 
increase  of  5  deaths  each  year.  The  increases  have  been  confined  to  the  pulmonary 
type  of  the  disease,  of  which  there  were  27  cases  last  year.  The  Non-Pulmonary 
deaths  remain  more  or  less  constant,  with  an  average  of  about  5  cases  per  year.  It  is 
not  possible  to  make  any  significant  deduction  from  these  figures  owing  to  the 
increased  movement  of  tuberculous  patients  into  the  area  since  the  war,  and,  the 
small  number  of  deaths  under  review. 

There  was  little  change  in  the  incidence  of  the  notifiable  diseases,  with  the 
exceptions  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough.  As  these  two  diseases  have  only  been 
notifiable,  under  a  general  order  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  since  February,  1940,  the 
period  covered  by  the  records  is  not  long  enough  to  make  a  yearly  comparison  of  their 
incidence.  There  is  little  doubt,  however,  that  1941  was  an  epidemic  year  for 
Measles.  There  were  definite  variations  in  the  curves  of  epidemicity  in  the  different 
Districts;  they  reached  their  peaks  at  different  times — Watford  Rural  in  February, 
Bushey  and  Rickmansworth  in  March,  and,  Chorleywood  in  June;  the 
Rickmansworth  curve  covered  a  well  defined  period  of  only  three  months,  whilst 
the  others  extended  over  periods  of  four  or  five  months.  As  epidemics  of  Measles 
recur  at  intervals  which  are  fairly  constant  for  a  particular  community,  it  will  be 
possible,  with  longer  experience  of  notification,  to  predict  the  course  of  the  disease. 
There  was  less  variation  between  the  Districts  in  the  case  of  Whooping  Cough — 


cases  began  to  occur  in  September  1940  and  they  continued  until  September  1941. 
In  comparison  with  Measles  the  number  of  cases  was  small,  and,  provisionally,  the 
disease  may  be  considered  to  have  been  prevalent  rather  than  epidemic. 

Reference  must  be  made  to  the  extensive  arrangements  throughout  the  area, 
whereby  any  child  can  be  immunized  against  Diphtheria  at  no  cost  to  the  parents. 
This  protection  against  Diphtheria  is  strongly  recommended  by  the  Minister  of  Health. 
Young  children  are  most  susceptible  to  the  disease,  and,  in  their  case  it  is  of  the 
greatest  importance  that  they  should  be  immunized  when  they  are  about  one  year 
old,  so  that  they  will  be  protected  during  their  early  years  when  the  disease  is  more 
likely  to  be  fatal.  Children  can  be  immunized  by  their  own  Doctor;  at  any  Child 
Welfare  Centre,  if  under  the  age  of  five  years;  or,  at  any  special  Immunization 
Clinic  in  the  Area.  Over  half  the  children  in  the  Districts  have  been  immunized, 
and,  it  is  hoped,  that  before  long  every  child  will  be  protected  against  this 
unnecessary  disease. 

The  prevention  and  treatment  of  the  Venereal  Diseases  are  of  particular 
importance  in  war  time,  and,  it  is  desirable  that  publicity  should  be  given  to  the 
available  facilities.  Treatment,  in  itself  a  preventive  measure,  must  be  efficient  and 
confidential.  Delay  in  obtaining  treatment  makes  the  eradication  of  the  diseases 
more  difficult  and  prolonged.  Treatment  by  Specialists  can  be  obtained,  free  of 
charge,  at  any  V.D.  Clinic  in  London,  or,  in  the  Home  Counties.  The  two  nearest 
clinics  in  Hertfordshire  are: — 

Watford. — Shrodells  Hospital,  Vicarage  Road. 

Men.  Tuesdays,  5 — 7  p.m.;  Fridays,  2 — 4  p.m. 

Women.  Mondays,  5 — 7  p.m.;  Fridays,  10  a.m. — 12  noon. 

St.  Albans. — Oster  House  Hospital,  Union  Lane. 

Men.  Wednesdays,  2 — 4  p.m.;  Fridays,  5 — 7  p.m. 

Women.  Tuesdays,  10  a.m. — 12  noon,  and  5 — 7  p.m.; 

Fridays,  2 — 4  p.m. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  war  the  Ministry  of  Health  established  an  Emergency 
Medical  Services  Laboratory  in  Watford  to  serve  the  Hospital  Sector  radiating  from 
London  through  this  area;  and,  it  is  serving  this  part  of  the  county  with  such 
efficiency  and  convenience  that  it  is  hoped  it  will  be  maintained  after  the  war  as 
a  centre  of  medical  research  and  investigation. 

A  considerable  amount  of  additional  work  has  fallen  on  the  Public  Health 
Departments  owing  to  the  exigencies  of  the  war,  and,  it  has  been  carried  out  by 
the  Inspectors  and  Staffs  in  the  departments  with  keenness  and  resourcefulness. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  HARVEY. 


Sixty-eighth  Annual  Report, 

South-West  Herts  Combined  (P.H.)  Districts. 
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BUSHEY, 

URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Death  Rate,  (per  1,000  of  population)  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.6 

Birth  Rate,  (live  births  per  1,000  of  population)  ...  ...  ...  14.4 

Infantile  Mortality,  (deaths  under  1  yr.  per  1,000  live  births)  ...  30.0 


Notifiable  Diseases  excepting  Tuberculosis. 


Disease. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Measles 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Pneumonia 
Peurperal  Pyrexia 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 


Total  no. 

(Residential 
School  & 

Admitted 

of  cases. 

Institutional 

to  Hospital. 

4 

Cases.) 

1 

4 

5 

— 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

255 

59 

— 

1 

1 

1 

6 

— 

2 

17 

16 

17 

10 

— 

10 

56 

4 

■ 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  notifications  and  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary. 
Male,  Female. 


Non-Pulmonary. 
Male.  Female. 


New  cases  ......  6  2  —  1 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  1  2  1  — 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS. 

Housing  Statistics. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts  .. .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  section)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Number  of  structurally  separate  dwellings  erected  during  the  year: 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  0 

Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  of  the  District  is  adequate  and  chlorinated. 
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Milk  Supply. 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Disinfection  (1),  Disinfestation  (2). 

Number  of  cases  (1)  18,(2)  11  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Total  29 

Public  Cleansing. 

Direct  labour  scheme.  Vehicles  employed — Two  low-loading  motor  vehicles 
with  metal  covers  and  back  sliding  shutters.  Disposal  by  controlled  tipping. 


CHORLEYWOOD, 

URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Death  Rate,  (per  1,000  of  population) 

Birth  Rate,  (live  births  per  1,000  of  population) 

Infantile  Mortality,  (deaths  under  1  yr.  per  1,000  live  births) 


10.3 

9.0 

64.0 


Notifiable  Diseases  excepting  Tuberculosis. 


(Residential 

Total  no. 

School  & 

Admitted 

Disease. 

of  cases. 

Institutional 

Cases.) 

to  Hospital. 

Erysipelas 

.  1 

1 

— 

Measles 

.  183 

8 

— 

Pneumonia 

.  3 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

.  8 

7 

8 

Whooping  Cough 

.  54 

5 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  notifications  and  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female, 

New  cases 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Deaths 

.  .  .  - 

— 

— 

— 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS. 

Housing  Statistics. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  .  0 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  section)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  structurally  separate  dwellings  erected  during  the  year: 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ... 
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Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  of  the  District  is  adequate  and  chlorinated. 

Milk  Supply. 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Disinfection  (1),  Disinfestation  (2). 

Number  of  cases  (1),  9;  (2)  1  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Total  10 

Public  Cleansing. 

Contract  Scheme.  Vehicles  Employed — One  motor  vehicle  with  hinged  metal 
covers.  Disposal  by  Controlled  Tipping. 


RICKMANSWORTH, 

URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Death  Rate,  (per  1,000  of  population)  ...  ...  ...  ...  8.5 

Birth  Rate,  (live  births  per  1,000  of  population)  ...  ...  ...  12.8 

Infantile  Mortality,  (deaths  under  1  yr.  per  1,000  live  births)  ...  69.0 


Notifiable  Diseases 

Disease. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Measles 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Pneumonia 
Peurperal  Pyrexia 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 


excepting  Tuberculosis. 

(Residential 

Total  no.  School  &  Admitted 

of  cases.  Institutional  to  Hospital. 
Cases.) 

5—4 
2—2 
1  —  1 

4  —  — 

753  106 

5  1  — 

36  11  34 

72  —  — 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  notifications  and  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary. 
Male.  Female. 


Non-Pulmonary. 
Male.  Female. 


New  cases  ...  ...  8  10  4  3 

Deaths  ......  6  2  1  — 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS. 

Housing  Statistics. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts  .. .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 
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Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  section)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Number  of  structurally  separate  dwellings  erected  during  the  year: 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  0 

Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  of  the  District  is  adequate  and  chlorinated. 

Milk  Supply. 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Disinfection  (1),  Disinfestation  (2). 

Number  of  cases  (1)  67,  (2)  19  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Total  86 

Public  Cleansing. 

Direct  labour  scheme.  Vehicles  employed — Two  10  cubic  yards  vehicles  with 
sliding  metal  covers,  and  one  15  cubic  yards  vehicle,  rear  loading.  Disposal  by 
Controlled  Tipping.  Efficient  salvage  scheme  in  operation  since  April,  1938. 

Canal  Boats,  Inspection  of 

Number  of  boats  inspected  ...  42  Contraventions  ...  3 


WATFORD, 

RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Death  Rate,  (per  1,000 

of 

population) 

...  ... 

10.0 

Birth  Rate,  (live  births 

per 

1,000  of  population) 

...  ... 

11.0 

Infantile  Mortality,  (deaths  under  1  yr.  per  1,000  live  births) 

38.2 

Notifiable 

;ase. 

Diseases  excepting  Tuberculosis. 

(Residential 
Total  no.  School  & 

of  cases.  Institutional 
Cases.) 

Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

6 

— 

5 

Diphtheria 

6 

1 

6 

Erysipelas 

7 

4 

5 

Measles 

• 

472 

23 

28 

Pneumonia 

75 

72 

72 

Peurperal  Pyrexia  . . . 

4 

2 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

44 

4 

43 

Whooping  Cough 

. . . 

105 

12 

- — „ 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  notifications  and  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year: — 


New  cases 
Deaths 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Male.  Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

10  9 

1 

1 

13  3 

1 

2 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS. 

Housing  Statistics. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  section)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  .,.  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  structurally  separate  dwellings  erected  during  the  year: 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  0 

Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  of  the  District  is  adequate  and  chlorinated. 

Milk  Supply. 

Inspections 

Notices 


58 

6 


Disinfection  (1),  Disinfestation  (2). 

Number  of  cases  (1)  56,  (2)  3  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Total  59 


Public  Cleansing. 

Direct  labour  scheme  in  operation  in  nine-tenths  of  the  District.  Vehicles 
employed — Modern  refuse  collection  vehicles  of  the  following  capacities  in  cubic 
yards,  5,  7,  10  (2).  Disposal  by  Controlled  Tipping. 


Canal  Boats,  Inspection  of 

Number  of  boats  inspected  ...  0 


Contraventions  ...  0 
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